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Instructions for Preparing Research Proposal of

International Collaboration Fund for Creative Research

Teams (ICFCRT) (2026 Edition)
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The International Collaboration Fund for Creative Research Teams
(hereinafter referred to as the ICFCRT) aims to support international
pioneering scientists of foreign citizenship to buildand lead research
teams in China’s mainland to carry out creative basic research and
applied basic research on self-selected topics within the funding scope of
NSFC, promote international research collaborations, and cultivate
research teams contributing to the advancements of the global scientific

frontiers.
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The applicant shall, following the requirements of the Call
Guidelines for International Collaboration Fund for Creative Research
Teams in 2026, focus on the international academic frontiers, identify
original, forward-looking and interdisciplinary scientific issues, organize
a research team to propose a creative collaborative research project, and
complete the proposal in accordance with the Research Proposal Outlines
for ICFCRT.
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1. The applicant, as the PI of the Collaborative Creative Research
Team, shall meet the following requirements:

(1) A5 E B4 A3 2 LK IR S (RAR) ;

(1) Foreign nationality and a senior academic title;
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(2) Outstanding academic achievements and significant international
influence, and ability to estabilishand lead a research team;
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(3) Commitment to work for no less than 6 months per year
(calendar year) at the host institution during the implementation of the
project;

(4) HRACEAZMEZ R RPN (FFIFALFIFNEA B
AR TR, BHIFEISEERE).

(4) The Agreement to Support the Application of ICFCRT signed
between the applicant and the host institution (If the applicant has a
full-time position abroad at the time of application, the foreign employer
institution should be properly informed).
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2. Participants as backbone researchers of the Collaborative Creative

Research Team, regardless of nationalities, shall hold senior academic
titles or doctoral degrees.
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3. No more than 4 backbone researchers and 2 participating
institutions for each project.
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4. Compliance with Chinese laws and NSFC’s relevant rules and
regulations while conducting research in China.

—. W& E A=A 11 Funding Intensity and Duration
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The grant lasts for 3 years, with a total direct cost of 6 million RMB
per project and a total indirect cost of 1.2 million RMB per project.(For
projects of Mathematic Sciences and Management Sciences, the direct
cost is 4.8 million RMB per project and indirect cost is 1.2 million RMB
per project.)
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1. The application materials must not contain any content that
violates China’s laws, regulations, or scientific research ethics, and must
not contain any confidential or sensitive information. The host institution
shall carefully review the materials. The applicant and the host institution
shall take the consequences resulting from violations of relevant
regulations.
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2. For an individual with a senior academic title, the total number of



application, no matter as PI or as participant,for the ICFCRT, the
Continuing Grant of Young Scientists Fund-Type A, the Science Fund for
Creative Research Groups (SFCRGQG), and the Excellence Research Group
Program (ERGP) shall not exceed 1 for each year.
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3. The PI of an on-going or expired project granted by the
Continuing Grant of Young Scientists Fund-Type A (the former
Continuing Grant of National Science Fund for Distinguished Young
Scholars), the SFCRG, or the ERGP shall not apply for or participate in
this program.
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4. The individual with a senior academic title who is participating in
the ongoing project granted by the ICFCRT, the SFCRG or the ERGP,
shall not apply for or participate in this program.
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5. The PI of an on-going grant of the RFIS cannot apply for the
ICFCRT. The total number of application for the Research Fund for

International Scientists (RFIS) and the ICFCRT shall not exceed 1 for
each year.
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6. NSFC’s limit on the total number of projects applied and
undertaken by one applicant does not apply to this program.
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7. Please refer to the Requirements of Applications section in the
NSFC Guide to Programs 2026for more relevant regulations that should
be complied with.
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Research Proposal Outlines for ICFCRT(2026)
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The research proposal for the ICFCRT consists of four parts -
information forms, proposal description, personal resumes, and
attachments.
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I. Information Forms

This part includes the general information form, the form of main
participants and a budget table which should be filled out by selecting or
entering authentic information in the designated blank as required. The
budget table should be filled out carefully, truthfully and accurately, in
accordance with the The Funds Management Measures for
NSFC-Awarded Project and the Instructions of Budget Preparation for
NSFC Projects. The applicant shall prepare the budget based on scientific
research needs and arrange the use of funds reasonably.
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II. Proposal Description (Please elaborate your research
proposal following the outlines. Please do not delete or change the
headings and the text in blue. The proposal should be no more than

40 pages.)
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1. Background of the Collaborative Creative Research Team

1.1 #F 35 7 @)

1.1 Research field and directions

1.2 AL ARHM R (FRAFRALETFRAEHRS T S5A, K
RN RARREERE LT TAARTIAN)

1.2 Composition of the research team (The number of the PI and
backbone researchers shall not exceed 5 in total, and the number of the

host institution and participating institutions shall not exceed 3 in total.)
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1.3 Research record and level of achievements, including previous
innovative research outcomes, as well as the academic level and

advantages among international peers
1.4 FRAFER A AT A S B A AAE T X 09T 80

1.4 Projects granted by the NSFC and other scientific and

technological programs
(=) MFRHGFRIAE (£F TOI-TOS LERDHFHA,
R TR AT R T AR G M)

2. Proposed research work (For applicants who select the division
codes TO1~TOS5, the interdisciplinary features of the proposed research
should be clarified.)

2.1 AR
2.1 Project rationale

2.1.1 T B 8951 50 & X B A FARIE



2.1.1 Research significance and scientific rationale of the project
2.1.2 B AR L IR HT

2.1.2 Analysis on state-of-the-art research in China and abroad
2.1.3 H AR R AT & AR A7 50 69 o8 bk A 41 3

2.1.3 Necessity and advantages of research collaboration

22 FARABERH TR

2.2 Research contents and research scheme

2.2.1 AR BAR PR AG  0 K AP AL

2.2.1 Research objectives, contents, and key scientific issues to be

addressed
222 MR R TE, HRBEBTAITHESH

2.2.2 Research approach and methodology, technical route, and

feasibility analysis
223 AFRIT R N RARE, AT L, ARG LT

2.2.3 Research methods: project setting, research focus, and task

assignment among the team
23 A9 B e 5aHZ L
2.3 Distinctive and innovative aspects of the project
2.4 F BARF R RIAIH AR
2.4 Annual research plans and expected outcomes
2.4.1 SF R R X
2.4.1 Annual research plans
242 MM EK (ZRZFRBRRK. AT ERAEFRFRZAF)

2.4.2 Expected outcomes (major academic achievements, talent



training and international academic exchanges, etc.)
2.5 FAREB X ERE
2.5 Research foundation and support
2.5.1 5 A0 B A48 X 0 AT AT 1 TAE & ok

2.5.1 Foundation and accumulation of previous research work

directly related to this project
2.5.2 FRRR RS AEAT ST 69 TAEALH] R AR E 455

2.5.2 Work mechanism and guarantee measures for team

collaboration
2.5.3 ARIC Az K iE QAT A
2.5.3 Research conditions committed by the host institution

(Z) ARFZ AR H AL
3. Other issues that should be specified
(D FIFARFFIF AR LBGEL Q ARAFEAeR B HFIL(F)
BB F W im 69 A B 49 B KA, A AR 8, LB AT B
Z R AH5EKZR)

(1) As the applicant, have you applied for other NSFC programs
this year? (If so, please list the programs and project titles, and explain

the differences and connections between those projects and this proposal.)

(2) PIFARFEARRELERRS (BAR) WEE5 54
REAERFYHIEAEPHARARMEELTAMEE T —
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FRPIFALRASEE, FRARET—BRE,

(2) As the applicant or the main participant with a senior

academic title, have you ever applied, as PI or participant, for NSFC

programs from more than one host institution in the same year? (If



so, please list the person’s names, programs, project titles, and host
institutions. Please clarify whether you are the PI or the participant and
explain why you submitted the applications from different host

institutions.)

(3) #HFARZEASGBELERRS (BAR) Wiz sbH
REBESEAARGERQARMAFEELN A G/ —BAFL;
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(3) As the applicant and the main participant with a senior
academic title, do you have any on-going NSFC grants applied
through other host institutions? (If so, please list the person’s names,
grant numbers, programs, project titles, host institutions, starting and
ending dates of the on-going grants, and explain why you applied through

different institutions.)
(4) H A,
(4) Other things to be specified.

ZAARH (REFPFARLIEZLEEAEZRERL O ER
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III. Personal Resumes (Personal Resumes in PDF format of the
PI and main participants are automatically generated based on the

information they fill in on-line and should be uploaded by the PI.)
W, M
IV. Attachments
(=) W8 x
1. Attachment list
P B Feds T _E A% T AT A 69 B AR AU B Bl A AR

The attachment catalog will be automatically generated according to



the title and order of the uploaded electronic attachments.
(=) FeaH (23 E42)
2. Attachment materials (Please upload one by one.)

1. €2026 R EE A AAFELEE 0T LA B 458 )
T & KA B P IR

(1) The signed Agreement as required in the Call Guidelines for
International Collaboration Fund for Creative Research Teams in 2026.

2. RFEAEFIFOE L, MAHHLTRESATE TR
TAF: EERAIEH, mERLIEAFTHE LA F AL LR
IER LM R AR ARERIEF . AARERALAS E(E
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(2) Depending on the requirements of project application, the
attachment materials may also include the scanned electronic files of the
following documents: certification provided by the Ethics Committees,
copies of NSFC project completion certificates stamped with the host
institution’s official seal, and letters of bio-safety commitment by the host
institution. For specific requirements, please refer to the Requirements
of Applications section of the NSFC Guide to Programs 2026.
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